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DEAR POST-GRADUATE STUDENT OF THE FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY
The University of Vaasa is developing its post-graduate education! It has been reorganized, and since August 1st 2011, post-graduate education has been managed by the Graduate School of the University of Vaasa, joint to all faculties of the university. The aim of the graduate school is to improve all post-graduates’ access to a high-level scientific education. The development work will be concentrated on making post-graduate education more systematic, and attention will especially be paid on the quality of education and research, and the progress of post-graduates’ studies. The graduate school has five doctoral programmes, and by the end of the transition period (by the end of 2011), all current post-graduates of the university must be assigned to a doctoral programme.
The Graduate School of the University of Vaasa offers post-graduate courses and seminars (formerly Doctoral Forum). Also, post-graduates' research will be more closely connected to the research groups of the university. The graduate school will make dissertation grants available yearly and create 2-year graduate student posts. All post-graduates in the graduate school must have a supervisor and the progress of their studies and research will be regularly followed. 

Doctoral Programmes of the Faculty of Philosophy
The Graduate School of the University of Vaasa has five doctoral programmes, two of which are in the research areas of the Faculty of Philosophy. 
The Doctoral Programme in Administrative Sciences is an interdisciplinary program, encompassing regional studies, public management, public law, and social and health management research. The programme trains experts in administrative sciences for research and teaching tasks in universities, and for demanding expert positions in the public sector and elsewhere in the society. The Head of Programme is Professor Ari Salminen. All active post-graduates working on a doctoral degree in administrative sciences will be enrolled as students in the Doctoral Programme of Administrative Sciences.
Research in the Doctoral Programme in Languages and Communication is focused on applied linguistics, communication studies and culture and literature studies. The central areas of applied linguistics are especially professional language and communication, language acquisition and immersion, and translation studies. The Head of Programme is Professor Esa Lehtinen. All active post-graduates working on a doctoral degree in humanities will be enrolled as students in the Doctroral Programme of Languages and Communication.
More information on the doctoral programmes at www.uwasa.fi/graduateschool
How to Become a Student in the Graduate School/Doctoral Programmes
After receiving this letter/by the end of 2011, you must contact your doctoral supervisor. All students of the graduate school must have a yearly updated study plan and an up-to-date research plan. Arrange a time and a place, which best suit you, for reviewing your study and research plans with your supervisor. Forms for the plans can be downloaded at www.uwasa.fi/graduateschool. NB! Being enrolled as a student in the graduate school and a doctoral programme does not mean any change to the degree requirements given in the study guides for post-graduates.
After your meeting, your supervisor forwards the updated study plan to the administration and you are enrolled in the doctoral programme in question and in the student and study data system Oodi. All students accepted to a doctoral programme are enrolled in the Graduate School of the University of Vaasa, and they receive information on the courses, seminars, grants etc. of the school.
If you do not know who to turn to
If your post-graduate plans have changed, or your connection with your supervisor has been broken, contact the professor or head of unit of your study subject. You can also turn to your unit’s Coordinator of International Education, Mr Sami Ilomäki. This is your chance to set your post-graduate studies in motion! Contact information can be found on this letter and the university’s www-pages.
Do remember to enrol as present for the academic year by August 15th 2011! You can register either via WebOodi or deliver a registration form to the Academic Affairs Office. The guide and forms are found at www.uwasa.fi/english/studies/degree-and-postgraduate-students/academic-information/registration/. Information on 2011-2012 post-graduate courses can be found on the web-pages of the graduate school.
Merja Koskela

Head of Graduate School
Contact information of the units/subjects and personnel of the Faculty of Philosophy: http://www.uwasa.fi/filosofinen/english/studies
Coordinator of International Education, Mr Sami Ilomäki, sami.ilomaki@uwasa.fi, 
Tel. +358-6-324 8618, +358-50-511 8176
[image: image1.jpg]university of VAASA • P.O.BOX  700 , FI-65101 VAASA, FINLAND • TEL. +358-6-324 8111 • FAx +358-6- 324 8677 • www.uwasa.fi
university of VAASA • P.O.BOX  700, FI-65101 VAASA, FINLAND • TEL. +358-6-324 8111 • FAx +358-6- 324 8677 • www.uwasa.fi/

